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SCRUTINY REVIEW - SIGHT LOSS SERVICES IN CUMBRIA

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The attached report outlines for members of County Council’s Cabinet 
the findings of the Sight Loss Services Task and Finish Group.

1.2 Members are invited to consider the recommendations made in the 
attached report.

2.0 RECOMMENDATION

2.1 Cabinet are invited to consider the attached report and 
recommendations, in particular recommendations 4 and 5, noting that 
the remaining four are for the consideration of the Cumbria Health & 
Wellbeing Board, NHS England and the Cumbria Clinical 
Commissioning Group.  

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 The Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee held a stakeholder event in July 
2013 to review the Committee’s work programme and agree the most 
appropriate issues for scrutiny to review in depth.  Whilst a number of 
important concerns were put forward as part of this event it was felt that a 
review of Sight Loss Services would be an appropriate topic for a one day 
task group.

4.2 It was felt that Sight Loss Services would provide a good example of a care 
pathway to scrutinise due to its cross cutting nature and the substantial role 
played by the third sector. It was also timely due to the development stage of 
the draft Cumbria Vision Strategy which presented an opportunity for a 
Scrutiny review to add some impetus and use it’s influence with the bodies 
necessary for the delivery of the Strategy’s priorities.



4.3 A task group consisting of six Councillors was therefore established, with the 
following participants: Councillors Geoff Garrity, Rod Wilson, Mike Hawkins, 
Christine Wharrier, Jim Lister, and Carni McCarron-Holmes.

4.4 The one day review meeting took place on the 24th September 2014 with 
health care professionals to gain an understanding of care and practice within 
Cumbria, and also meeting with individuals who have visual impairment and 
are therefore users of the services provided.  This approach enabled the task 
group to gain a clear picture as to the priority issues and challenges within 
Cumbria, highlight good practice, and identify areas for improvement.  

5.0 CONCLUSION

5.1 The Task Group have made a series of recommendations in relation to the 
Sight Loss Services as contained in the attached report.

Bill Wearing
Chair – Scrutiny Management Board

November 2014

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Cumbria Health Scrutiny – Sight Loss Services Task 
Group Review

Previous Relevant Council or Executive Decisions - None
Background Papers - None
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